
 
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION IX 
75 Hawthorne Street 

San Francisco, CA  94105 
 
          
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
January 25, 2016 
 
Thomas Matsuda, Program Manager 
Hawaii Department of Agriculture 
Pesticide Branch 
1428 S. King Street 
Honolulu, HI  96814 
 
Dear Tom: 
 
Section 27(a) of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) requires EPA 
to refer significant allegations of pesticide use violations (“high level episodes”) to the States.   
The purpose of this letter is to refer a high level episode to your office.  You are requested to 
initiate an investigation as soon as possible, but no later than two days after receipt of this 
referral. 
 
This referral involves allegations of worker illness possibly caused by pesticide exposure at 
Syngenta Seed, LLC in Kekaha, Kauai on Wednesday, January 20, 2016.  Specifically, thirty 
seven workers entered a field that was under an active reentry interval. This incident involved 
more than three persons, and several workers was hospitalized overnight, and later released.  
Please keep me apprised of developments in your investigation on a weekly basis, including any 
new information or significant changes in the status of this case.  Also, please inform me of any 
planned enforcement actions related to this investigation prior to being issued. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter.  I can be reached at (415)947-4213, or at 
grisier.mary@epa.gov. 
.  
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      Mary Grisier 
      HI Project Officer 
 
Cc: Patti Tenbrook, Acting Manager, Pesticides Office, EPA Region 9 
       Roberto Rodriguez, Manager, SDWA/FIFRA Enforcement Office 
       Scott McWhorter, Pesticide Enforcement Liaison to HI Dept. of Agriculture 



 
 


